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FOR THE 


A MISTAERB RECTIFIED. 


[ must ask pardon of our orthodox brethren, for 
having represented the prospect which lies before them 
a gloomy one, in the Magazine of the 24th ult. 

On more mature reflection 1 am aware that they | 
will smile at my mistake, and perhaps amuse them- 
selves at my no small bunder. 
pect which lies before them is so shocking}y revolting 
to my weak mind, that I really forgot one of the main 
things in their view, which is, that the everlasting mis- 
ery of so large a portion of the human. race, as their 
creed and calculations have consigned to such a fate, 
is just what they rejoice in, viewing it for the highest 
glory of God and the best good of the universe. In this 
calculation, however, it appears that a very small part 
of the human family constitutes the universe, the great- 
est possible good of which is to be promoted by the 
eternal misery of far the greatest part! 

Having thus turned this subject round, and contem- 
plating it according to orthodox calculations, the glory 
of God and the greatest good of a few precious saints 
appear tobe in a most thriving condition. The glory 
of God is set forth in a traly marvellous light. His 
wisdom in concerting such a plan, by which countless 
millious of his rational creatures are amply provided 
with all the certain means necessary to insure their: 
eternal misery ; His fixt, unalterable disposition which | 
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enables Him to take an infinite satisfaction in adininis- | 
tering everlasting torture on the immortal souls which , 


He has made for that purpose ; and especially His im- 
maculate justice whose all-pervading eye can spe) 


throucl those to us dark and perplexing, though in 
theinse’ ives glorious truths, whereby divine wisdom > 
ordained, from all eternity, and appointed the causes 


of allt the crimes for which immortal souls are to suffer | 
The whole | 


unspeakable tormeuts forever and ever. 
mystery of iniquity, the deceptions which have been 
most successfully practiced from the beginning of the 


world, are all traced to their source, and found to be | 


tributary, and entirely devoted to the glory of God, 
who created the father of lies, so called, for the pur 
pose of deceiving mankind and leading them into sin, 


The fact is, the pros- | 


have endeavored to avoid it; but, being deceived, is a 
fit instrument for carrying on the divine plan. Henow 
| busies himself in conjuring up all manner of lies and 
_ heresies to fill people’s minds and make them believe 
_in errors, knowing that for believing in falsehood di- 
| vine justice will punish them in kell forever; and this 
is the very end of his desires. Some he deceives and 
makes them believe that if they live good moral lives, 
and do as nearly as they can, as diviee directions teach, 
, that God will have compassion on their infirmities, and 
accept their honest endeavors and not send them to 
hell, knowing at the same time that for this very error 
they will be damned and that too very justly. Some 
he deceives and leads them to believe that ** God is 
love,” that he never designed any for endless torment, 
but has manifested, through Christ, his will that all 
men should be saved; knowing all the time that at 
this.error God is most desperately enraged. It seems 
that satan is well versed in orthodoxy, and knows as 
well as the clergy do that Universalism is false, and a 
damnable heresy, and that a man who depends on 
pleasing God by living a moral life is sure of everlast- 
ing condemnation ; but he is as blind as if he had no 
eyes respecting the doctrine of election, and acts as if 
he either does not hear our sound doctors make their 
statements so often in their desks, or does not under- 
| stand what they mean. It is certain that if he kuew 
that God had determined from all eternity, that far the 
‘greatest part of mankind should be damned with him- 
self, he would give himself no trouble to deceive them 
in order to furnish the Almighty with a pretext for 
| sending them to hell, but would let him get along 
with his decree the best way he could. But in this ap- 
pears the subtlety of infinite wisdom, in keeping satan 
ignorant ef this holy scheme of eternal reprobation. 
The orthodox clergy have their part also in this 
scheme of deception. It is their business to make the 
few, who are elected, understand and believe, that 
their salvation was secured before the foundation of 
the world, and that if they should not be regenerated 
and born again before they die they will all be damned 
‘with satan and the reprobates. This deception would 











scheme and has as truly desired its prosperity as they 
have; and though there was no real necessity, as to 
the grand result, for him to exert himself at all, any 
more than there was for the clergy to act their part, 
he has the felicity to think that his exertions are really 
efficient in accomplishing what God has planned, what 
he desires and what orthodoxy believes! 

Finally, if there be no mistake which is not here 
pointed out, in the room of a gloomy prospect, I must 
allow, however horrible the scene is to me, and how- 
ever my weak heatt recoils avd shrinks from its seem- 
ing infernal aspects, it must be bright and glorious in 
the sight of those whose entire devotion it posses- 
ses. H. B. 
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THE INCONVENIENCES OF A CALVINISTIC 
MINISTER. 


1. He must attewpt to reconcile the doctrine of ab- 
solute reprobation to eternal misery with the universal 
invitations and offers of grace in the sacred scriptures, 
He must insist upon the divine decrees, as he must call 
them, and he must also invite all men to come to Je- 
sus, and assure them there is hope for the greatest and 
for every sinner, and that all may be saved, if they will. 
When he attempts to reconcile these, the disheartening 
thought will rush into his mind, that many divines 
abler than he have attempted it before him, and have 
manifested nothing but a little irritation, and their ut- 
ter inability to perform what they attempted. He wil! 
also reflect that the state of things is different from 
what it was, that forhim it is growing worse every 
day, and that people are now calling more loudly and 
constantly to have these things explaived than they 
ever have before. Aiter having worried himself with 
this until he is perplexed and tired, he will be called 
upon, 

2. To shew how the doctrine of endless misery, 
which he must preach with great zeal aud assurance, 





_be needless entirely were it not for the maintenance of) 
‘the clergy. But being made to believe that regenera- | 


can be reconciled with the promises of God, the pre- 
' dictions of the prophets, the character, prophecies and 


that justice might shine in the damnation which was tion is necessary to salvation, notwithstanding eternal | mission of Jesus Christ, the doctrine of the apostles; 
election, people will maintain the clergy because it is with God’s works in nature, which manifest that he is 


previously decreed. Ofall the deceptions which have 
been planned by divine wisdom, that which led satan 


by their ministry that God is induced to regenerate the | good to all and that his wes mercies are over all his 


to believe that he was doing mischief when he induc- | souls whom he has elected unto everlasting life. 
ed man to sin in the garden, seems to reflect the high- | ‘clergy also find it necessary to deceive the reprobated 
est honor on God, particularly on account of its having ;and make them think that they can be sav ed just as 


The | 
mised, and this too with a solemn oath, that all the na- 


works, as the Psalmist expressly declared. God pro- 


tions of the earth shail be blessed in Jesus Christ; 





been so covered and kept in such a way, though known | 
to all good orthodox people for ages, that satan has not 
found it out yet. He, though called the father of lies, | 
was himself deceived before he deceived any one else, 


and bis deception was the inducement which led him. 


to deceive Eve, the mother of all living; and as the 


first deception was laid out and contrived by divine. 


Wisdom, so all succeeding ones, deriving their charac- 
ters from the first, eaually operate to the glory of the 
great founder of this whole system of iniquity. 

It must be pleasing and amusing to our orthodox 
brethren to contemplate the ingenious deceptions 
which their God, their devil, and themselves are able 
to carry on. First, their God deceives satan, and 


makes him think that it is real mischief to lead men 
into sin, which satan is, for that reason, desirous to ef- 
fect, and strives successfully, so that ** all have sinned 
aud come short of the glory of God.” Had satan 
Known that the Almighty had planned all this, he would 


' well as the elect, if they will become religious. This 
_ deception is necessary for the same eud as the last 
‘mentioned, for it would come too heavily on the elect, 
‘they being but avery few, to maintain the clergy ; 
therefore it is necessary to make the rest believe that) 
‘by contributing liberally to this pious purpose, there is 
a fair chance to obtain the divine favor. All these de- 
ceptions succeed even to admiration ; and the whole 
prospect is bright and glorious. God sees the whole 


agreeably to which David says, ‘* men shall be bless- 
ed inhim; all nations shall cal! him blessed.”» Toac- 
complish this, God sent his sou into the world, who 
gave himselfa ransom for all men. He predicted that 
all that God had given him should come to him, and 
that not one should be cast out, and he was called by 
one of his own apostles, ** the Saviour of the world.” . 
The doctrine of the apostles is in harmony with these 
things. In opposition to all this, the Calvinistic min- 
with the utmost complacency. The clergy, let them | ister must maintain the doctrine of eternal misery, and 
‘look as gloomy as they please, must be highly delight- | maintain it too as the doctrine of the scriptures. And 
ed; for those reprobates whose everlasting torment is what makes this matter still more trying to him is, the 
to enhance their endless felicity in heaven, are at| human mind has a propensity to the subject of salva- 
work like slaves in this world to maintain them most/}tion. Maukind feel themselves very deeply interested 
sumptuously, which they have hearts and appetites to in it, and it is therefore, vain to try to divert their at- 
enjoy to perfection. And I can hardly think they can 'tention to other subjects before this is settled. The 
feel at all offended if satan is as well pleased with the | more he preaches the doctrine of eternal misery, the 
prospect as they are. According to their own account | worse his situation grows, for this quickens the desire 
he has labored as faithfully to promote the grand of his hearers to have the momentous question decided. 
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And it.will take strong arguments (dangerous things | age with all his stern inflexibility, would have done 
in fact, for him) to satisfy them upon this subject. For | much to prevent it. Now it can easily be peer 
theirnature, their interest, their ali,promptthem to cling | that in their advance towards liberal things, ' Cal- 
to the promises of God, like the wave-tossed mariner to | vinists have allowed some doctrines: utterly inconsis- 
his vessel’s wreck. And people begin to see that they|tent with the fundamentals of their system. ' And 
may believe in God's promises and threatenings also, | herein consists the difficulty mentioned. Their sys- 


as the latter can be justly interpreted in harmony with | tem itself is utterly inconsistent with “ liberal things.” 
the former So that they must either give it up, or remain alone 





3. He will be constantly perplexed with the doc-| in doctrine and feeling. A brief notice of a few parti-| 


He must preach that there is | Culars will shew the difficulty of which I speake. It 
| is a fundamental part of Calvinism, that God, before 
he made the world, elected to his favor all those 
‘whoever will be saved, and reprobated to wrath 


infinite, and as infinite (pardon a solecism) as the one | and misery eternal all the rest of mankind. To these 
God composed of the union of the three. He must! things Calvinists used tenaciously to adhere 5 and 
eay, The Father is Almighty, the Sonis Almighty, and | they would be careful to advance no doctrine incon- 
the Holy Ghost is Almighty; the Father is infinite, | sistent with them. But they now allow, almost uni- 
ihe Son is infinite, and the Holy Ghost is infinite. For | versally, that all those of the world who die in infancy 
there are three persons in the Godhead, the same in| will be saved. Here it seems reasonable to ask, whe- 
substance, equal in power and in glory. And yet he! ther those would be saved, if they lived to manhood, 


trine of the Trinity. 
but one God, who is infinite in all his perfections. And 
yet that this one God, who alone is infinite, is compos- 
ed of three persons, or divisions, each of which alone is 





must not and cannot deny what every body knows, viz. | and then died impenitent ? Or would their living to | 


that there cannot be but one almighty Being in the manhood transfer them from the elect tothe nonelect ? 
universe, and that one infinity swallows up all else.— | Calvinists used to contend that by far the greater part 
What makes this inconvenience one of his greatest is, Of men would be lost. Butsome of their most emi- 
he must constantly and earnestly insist upon this doc- | nent divines now allow that many more will be saved 
trine, or he will be suspected of apostacy from ortho- than lost. Here again they are off of their system. 
doxy. He must remember that absurd as his side of None are ofthe elect who do not love God and get 
the subject evidently is, it is one of the greatest sub- religion in this world. Now it is well known, that 
jeets of difference between him and a popular class of according te their interpretation ofthese phrases, not 
his opponents; so that a lack of zeal in regard to it one twentieth part of the world become religious. 
will be immediately noticed, and construed to signify How then can more be saved than lost? But these 
that he either is suspecting the truth of his doctrine, inconveniences which I have named are not all, nei- 
or gbout abandoning it altogther. | ther are they the greatest. Ifthe minister be a beue- 


4. Another thing which cannot fail to be a source of Voleut _ how must he be pained to reflect upon 
great inconvenience to him is this, the movement of the state in which God’s decree has irrevocably fixed 
the public mind is directly against him. Had he lived , the aed part of mankind! How can he find com- 
in the twelfth century, he would have been very differ-| fort in the world? He may adopt the lamentation of 


ently situated. Things were then progressing in a con- | the prophet, **Oh that my head were waters, and 
mine eyes a fountain of tears, that | might weep day 


and night” for my fellow men! But if the minister 
be ofa different character, a hater of sinners, proud 
and cruel, he has his troubles and crosses’ He fears 
his doctrine is not true ; he is perplexed with the hon- 


trary way. But now people in this region and many | 
other places seem to be inclining almost universally to | 
liberal sentiments and feelings. People who have long! 
been orthodox have become more liberal and charita-. 
ble, and not only this, Orthodoxy herself, in some’ 


things, has been so pressed in here and clipped off ©st questions of his parishioners and with the disposi- 
‘tion of the *“‘elder son,” he becomes angry because 


other sects prosper, and people who do not believe his 
creed appear to enjoy themselves. 

Let the minister of Universal Grace think of these 
things. And if his religious enemies be numerous, vio- 


there, that were we to keep others out of sight, we 
should not know her by any thing but her venerable 
old name. Ministers are losing that unlawful influ- 
ence which they have had over the minds of the peo-| 
ple, who will not now, as formerly, satisfy their con- 
sciences by believing what the minister preaches, | lent and overbearing, by the influence of his doctrine, 
merely because he preaches it. And the clergy have ! his heart will be filled with a joy and a consolation 
not the power to change this state of things. Those | ~ world can neither give nor take away. Paul says, 
public disturbances, mis-called revivals of religion,! He who have believed do enter into rest,” and he also 


“ } j 
occur more seldom, and when they occur, are much | %@YS Bul though we, or an angel from hearen, preach 


less extensive and injurious. He who has stood upon | 27 other gospel unto you than that which we have | 


preached unto you, let him be accursed.” 


a bridge, under which the water is forced along in an 
RICHARDS, 


impetuous torrent, and seen a gust of wind arrest, for 
a moment, the progress of that which floats upon the 
surface, may have seen a resemblance of what these 
revivals are now. Some, by an excitement of the 
passions, have been arrested in their progress, with AMERICAN CONDEMNATION. 
reason and improvement. But when the gust has| Reader, you startle at the title which heads this 
gone by, that which was stopped in its course again | communication, and perhaps feel inclined to ask, what 
meves on in majesty with the whole. This state of | poor, bewildered soul can be so ignorant concerning 
‘hings will be a cause not only of great inconvenience, the glory and prosperity of our country, the peace 
but of great chagrinto him. It will vex him to ex- | and happiness of society in general, and more than 
cess. And what is worse than all, it will shew him all, the excellency of our moral and religious im- 
that if he should live fifty years, and be then what he provement, as to speak of our condemnation ? I own, 
uow is, he must appear inconceiveably silly. kind reader, that our couutry is justly celebrated for 
5. Another great incouvenience tohim will be the | its political, civil, religious and literary institutions ; 
sifficulty he will be obliged to encounter in endea- | for the prosperity ypeace and happiness of society in 
voring to accommodate his doctrine to the state of the | general ; and yet, afterall, Lhave to mourn the de- 
age. Experience has abuudantly proved that it is} plorable iniquity for which we, asa people, stand con- 
impossible fora man to live without being in some de-|demned at the bar of moral adjudication. One deadly 
gree like those around him. Calvinists have, in some vice, one damning sin lies at our door! I mean the 
respects, made an attempt to conform to improvement. | vice of intemperance. Yes, yes, the vice of intem- 
Of this the existence of Hopkinsianism is a proof. And perance, says the temperate reader, that is a very 
it is to be doubted that Calvin, had he lived in this great evil in society, besure ; but, thank God, I am 
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clear. Notwithstanding I deal largely in all sorts of 
ardent spirit, yet it is but seldom! use any ‘myself; 
those who use it to excess are alone accountable for 
the offence, they alone must suffer the consequences 
of the crime; I am clear. And now stand forth 
a vast multitude of respectable citizens and plead 
entire innocence in respect tothe sin which has been 
named ; and casting their eyes at a poor miserable 
group of idle, dissipated wretches, whom they spurn 
from their company, exclaim, these are the guilty, 
on them let the condemnation fall, at their doors let 
the iniquity lie. 

The reckoning would be here, and in this way set- 
tled, if moral justice and truth could be blinded by the 
|influence of worldly gain, so as not to examine into 
the case and comprehend the relation in which those, 
who protest their innocence, stand to the vice under 
consideration. But this cannot be ; and therefore we 
gain nothing by excusing ourselves. We may just as 
well, nay, better, loek carefully ourselves into this 
matter, than attempt to divert the all-seeing eye of 
moral truth froim discerning things just as they are. 
| Ifthe parent of a numerous family, who is vastly 
rich, who has a large estate for each of his children, 
should bring them up in the habit of intemperance, 
till their appetites became strongly inclined to ardent 
spirits, and then should sell them as much as their 
!several estates would purchase, and by this means 
reduce them all to entire poverty, and their health, 
their strength and their mental powers to utter ruin, 
could he, in strict moral propriety, say that he was 
entirely innocent? Is it said that this parent is him- 
self temperate, that he seldom tastes of a . ut spirits, 
that he has been predent and saving, has been kind 
to his children and given them large estates, and that 
they have been prodigal, intemperate, and have 
spent the whole, and ruined themselves? No oue is 
so blind as not tosee, that a most unreasonable avarice 
in the parent, whose duty obligated himto guard his 
children against intemperance, and every temptation 
which leads toso deadly a vice, was the cause of 
| parental neglect and of the ruin of the wretched chil- 
| dren. Now as parents are to children, so are those 
who have wisdo:n and knowledge in Society to those 
who lack these advantages, and they are accountable 
for the use they make of the whole of their powers 
and abilities inrelation to those who are naturally 
‘dependent, and need the wisdom of others to guide 
‘them. ; Wt 
Finally we must come to the following queries: 
' have our laws, our magistrates, our public men, our. 
! merchants, parents of families, influential characters, 
‘our ministers of religion done all that their duty — 
| them to do in order to check this vice of intemperance « 
Isthere not, in this enlightened age and nation Wis 
dom enough to devise some means to prevent a vice 














which renders thousands worse than useless? Isthere 
S$ 

no better way that can be invented, than to amass 
body, 


wealth and riches by ruining thousands, soul and 
and then maintaining them in charitable institut! 

In relation to this subject, I will here relate an anec- 
dote, which is well attested as a fact. A young lady 
of fine abilities, in the state of Vermont, some years 


. J ee 
ago, had the misfortune to see the vice of intemp 
control of her, 


ons? 


rance increasing and getting the 
otherwise, very ‘respectable father. She lived v 
a merchant in the town where her family resided, ne 
sometimes waited on people in the store. Her ~ 1 
called one day and got trusted for some spirits, gern 
was the davehter’s duty to enter the charge. oe 
made her beloved father debtor to two quarts of 
iruction ! When the book was settled, this yore 
being in the daughter’s hand writing, she was 3 a 
to explain it. The father’s mortification ie 
daughter’s sensibility, on this occasion, May yp rd 
imagined than described. The consequence aid 
lutary, and the father, it was said, entirely 4 





, ig ace 
from the use of ardent spirits. Assisted by this 
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count. the query suggests itself, whether it would not 


a En LR 


possible that a Socinian could be saved *”? it is of little at this time, is the charrcter of those on the left hand. 





be ofsome service to call things by their right names, | consequence what vy epinion is on the subject, but 
and then people would seil and buy DESTRUCiioN by Iean give you the opinion of the apostle Paul res- 
pecting persons whro acknowledge that Jesus is the 


When the Lord told them that theirhaving neglected 
to minister unto him, was the reason of their rejection, 
they were evidently much astonished at such a 











liquid measure : 
In the day when the true light was manifested to 


the house of Israel, their condemnation was that light 
had come into the world, but they loved darkness ra- 
ther than light, because theirdeeds were evil. Our 
condemnation is, that we are abundantly blessed with 
the gifts of divine providence, but we destroy ourselves 
with intemperance. 
it was said, “in the day thou eatest thereo f thou 
shalt surely die ;* in relation to quid destruction, 
it may now be said, in the day thou drinkest thereof 
thou shalt surely be a fool. H. B. 


—_——EET -|¢ Gna 


ANECDOTE 
OF THE LATE CLAANAN WINCH ESTER. 


This gentleman was justly esteemed as ahighly es- 
timable person, and his popularity as a preacher is 
well known to many in this country. He was a Uni- 
versalist by profession, and was well able to illustrate 
and defend his views in religion.—He was a believer 
in the punishment of the wicked after the resurrection, 
but he held that this punishment will not be eternal, 
the great object for which it will be inflicted by our 
wise and merciful Father in heaven being the benefit 
of the sufferer; consequently, that, as regarded each 
individual, his sufferings will be at an end when his 
bad habits are corrected aud his evil passions subdued ; 
in other words, when, ** being made free from sin, he 


shall become a servant of righteousness.” Mr. Win-! 


chester’s sentiments on the other topics, particularly 
respecting the person and death of Christ, were, it is 
believed, what are usually called orthodox ; but his 
spirit was truly liberal. As specimens of his libera 
lity, allow me to relate two facts of which I was a 
witness. 

in the months of February, March, and April, 1796, 


the late Dr. Priestly delivered a course of Lectures iv 


the Universalists’ Church of Philadelphia, of which 
church Mr. Winchester was at that time the minister. 
Dr. Priestly preached on Sunday morning, when Mr. 
Winchester alwaysattended. After the lectures on 
the Evidences of Divine Revelation had been con- 
cluded, Dr. Priestly delivered a discourse in vindica- 
tion of Unitarianism, and the same morning admin- 
istered the Lord’s Supper, of which Mr. Winchester 
partook ; thus publicly showing that in his opinion, 
there was no reason why Unitarians and Trinitarians 
should not unite in celebrating the death of Christ ; 
the greatnezs of whose love they all acknowledge, 
aud whom they eqtally own as their Lord. _ 

But Mr. Winchester avowed his catholicism, as well 
by his language in the pulpit, as by hisconduct when 
simply appearing as a private Christian among a nu- 
nherous assembly of worshippers. 

One Sunday afternoon, in the course of his sermon, 
he related the following incident, which will now be 
detailed, as much as possible, in his peculiar manner. 
‘“* | was once asked,” said he, ** whether I thought it 
possible that a Socinian could be saved. Knowing 
that the person who put such a question was weak 
and narrow minded, instead of giving an immediate 
and direct angwer, I said to him, my friend, before | 
wake any reply I must know what you mean by a 
Socinian. As he appeared to hesitate, I proceeded 
thus, Do Socinians believe that Jesus is the Mes- 
siah ? He answered, O yes, they believe this, but 
they deny that he is God, equal with the Father. I 
further asked, Do they believe that God raised him 
from the dead? he promptly rejoined, they believe 
and lay great stress ov his resurrection, and often dwell 
on it ; but they do not believe in the great doctrine of 
his atonement.—To this | answered, recurring to the 
Westion he had put to me, ‘‘whetber I thought it 


In regard to the forbidden fruit, | 


| Christ, and who believe that God raised him from | charge, and even challenged their Judge to produce. 
| tes uead. “Jfthou shalt confe:s with thy mouth | an instance ofthe alleged neglect : ** Lord,” said they, 
the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that} * when saw we thee an hungered, &c. and did not 
| God wath raised bim from the dead, thou shalt be! minister unto thee’? So very confident were they 
saved.” Rom. x. 9, Now, as you have admitted | that they had waited on the Lord, and faithfully ser- 
| that Sociuians believe both these truths, it necessarily ved him! They must have been of that sort of peo- 
follows, agiceably to the decision of Paul, that, pro- | ple who said Lord, Lord, and did many wonderful 
vided their conduct correspond wiih their profession, | things in his name; who had a great zeal of God,. 





3 


they shall * be saved.” 


estimate the liberal spirit of Mr. Winchester, that he 
was himself a believer inthe Deity and atonement of 
Carist ; but he did not venture to limit the mercy of 
God to those who were like-minded, nor to utter an- 
themas against any sincere professors of christianity, 
however widely they differed tfom himself on points 
of faith. Unitarian Miscellany. 
, 


ORTHODOX WIT. 


A religious Anecdote has been circulated in the 
orthodox publications of the day, which savors of the 
folly and weakness of the opposer’s to God's salva- 
tion. ‘The story amounts to the following : 

A child discoursing with an adult person of ** The 


though not according to knowledge ; who said to 


It is of importance to bear in mind, in order fully to | others, siand by thysel/—Iam holier than thou ; and 


_ who were continually exclaiming, with eyes turned 
/up to heaven, Let the Lord be glorified—Let the. Lord 
| be glorified—little thinking that when he should ac- 
| tually appear, it would be to their shame. 

| But what isa most remarkable circumstance, their 
Judge, in replying to their challenge, did not attempt 
to support his charge agaiust them in its most direct 
bearing. He did not even pretend that there was 
one instance in which they bad been wanting in zeal 
and atteation to the Lord. When he answered them, 
he did not do it by saying, ‘ at such limes, and on sucit 
occasions, ye saw me an hungered, and athirst, &. 

‘and did nol minister antome.’ No; but he directed 
‘their attention toa certain circumstance which had 
) ever been connected with their piety and service of 





Children in the Woods,” (a famous story,) asked, | God, and which was of such a nature as to forbid the 
(the Universalist of course,) where the children went, | nossibility of their being any virtue in all their reli- 
when they died? To Iteaven, was the reply. Well, | cion :—they had neglected their fellow-creatures 
where did the wicked uncle go, when he died? To} « Jnasmuch as ye have uot done it unto the least of 
Heaven, wasthe answer. Won’the killthe children | these,” said the Lord, “* ye have not done it unto 


aiatim > - jildt : 
again? asked the child ! ime.” This was the only answer he gave them; and 


ment. Where did Uriah the Hittite go, when he 
To Heaven. Where did David go, when he 
diel? To Heaven. What! they both go to Hea- 
ven? Won't David kill Uriah again ? 

Where did the poor Christians go, whom Saul of 
Tarsus (afterwards Paul,) persecuted? To Heaven. 
Where did Paulgo? To Heaven. Won't Paul per- 
secute them again? 

But, where did Serretus go, when he died? To 
Heaven. Where did John Calvin, (his murderer) go? 
To Heaven. Won’t Calvin roast Servetus again ? 

The lover's of orthodox wif, may answer the above 
interrogatories. 


died ? 
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RELIGION PURE AND UNDE- 
FILED. 


‘¢ Then shall they also answer him, saying, Lord, 
when saw we thee an hungered, or athirst, or a stran- 
| ger, or naked, or sick, or in prison, and did not min- 
ister unto thee? Then shall he answer them, saying, 

Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye have not done 
‘it unto the least of these, ye have not done it unto 
ime.” Mail. xxv. 44, 45. 

This is a part of the Parable of the Sheep and 
Goats. 

Inthis Parable our Saviour represents himself as 
dividing the nations into two bodies, placing one ou 
his right hand, and the other on his left ; then as say- 
ing to those on his right, ** Come, ye blessed of my Ia- 
ther, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the 
foundation of the world ;”? but to those on his left, 
‘¢ Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, 
prepared for the devil and his angels.” 

If we wish to understand this passage, we must 
carefully bear in mind that Christ solemnly assured 
his disciples that all these things should be accom- 
plished during the generation in which he was upon 








‘earth. 
| But what I wish should be particularly observed, 
] 


‘This is a pretty anecdote ; it will bear an improve- jt was such asshut their mouths, and condemned them 


_as guilty before God. 

| By this striking reply, it is easy to see what our 
Saviour thought true religion consisted in. It con- 
| sisled in doing good to mankind. Those on the left 
(hand were not condemned, nor even reproved, on ac- 
| count of their not having prayed enough, exhorted 
enough, or done enough of other wonderfel things in 
the Lord’s name ;~-their sole condemnation was, that 
, they had not done their duty to their fellow-men. A 
failure in this point was a failure in the one thing 
/needful ; so that it wasof little importance what else 
they had performed, or what else neglected. 

Kind reader, on which hand would the larger part: 
of the present religious world appear, should such a 
separation be now made, as was made in ancient 
days? Ihave sometimes fancied the solemn process 
passing before my eyes ; and almost imagined ‘that 1 
could hear the several pleas with which our professors 
would attempt to recommend themselves to a place 
at the right hand. Here comes one, who notwith- 
standing his downcast looks, is confident of a favora- 
ble reception ;--let us hear the reasons of his hope. 
‘¢ Ah, | am a poor, unworthy creature ; but I think | 
cansay,! have known what religion is. I hope b 
have done something according to my small ability,, 
for the prosperity of Zion ; I have exerted my feeble 
powers in the great cause of missions, and contributed 
my mite to aid in the salvation of the wretched hea- 
then. I feel to rejoicein the glorious: work that is 
going on ; aud want to devote myself to it, more and 
more, every day that I live-’”? What answer would 
the Judge return? Would he not say, ** thou blind 
and miserable creature ! have | not told thee of those 
who compass sea and land to make one proselyte ‘ 
Have I not cautioned thee against this very charac- 
ter? And is it not enough that thou hast done this 
foolish thing, but must bring it here as thy recom- 
mendation ? Go, take thy place on the left. Thou 
hast relieved no distress, thou hast fed none of the 
havgry, and clothed none of the naked; and inas- 
much as thou hast notdone this to thy fellow mer 
| thou hast not Cone it unte me.” 
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Who now approaches, with so solemna step, and so 
sanctimonious an air? Observe how sad is his coun- 
tenance, and how disfigured his face! I know him 
well. He serves the Lord with sighs and groans, and 
all manner of complaints against the folly of this vain 
world, to the great discomfort of himself and of all 
around him ; andnow he comes to receive the ex- 
pected plaudit. But we need not wait to witness his 
amazing disappointment. Had the poor fool had com- 
mon sense with his religion, he would have understood 
what he so often read, of hypocrites of a sad counte- 
nance, who difigured their faces, who afflicted their 
souls, bowed down their heads as a bulrush, and spread 
sackcloth and ashes under them. 

But here comes one of whom our Savior spake. He 
loves to pray standing in the synagogues and in the 
corners of the streets. His religion is all prayer and 
exhortation. Good Lord, how have I heard him ex- 
tolled for his piety! Though nowand then he pulls 
down a widow’s house, or gripes some poor man in his 
talons, yet he is zealous in getting upreformations for 
the ungodly world, and eloquent in exhorting poor 
sinners to repent & flee fromthe wrath to come. ‘The ter- 
ror-stricken female has often turned pale at his dread- 





ful denunciations «zainst the moralist ; and boys and | 
girls felt a dart fixed in their souls, when he spake of 


the necessity of a holy life, and the worth of religion. 
J almost fancy that I can see him appearing before 
his Lord with triumphant exultation ; but whenhe is 
required to show his mercy rather than his sacrifice, 
and his deeds instead of his noise,—-alas, he has them 
not to produce, and he goes to his own place. 

With what other recommendations would this vast 
crowd present themselves? One brings his ezperi- 
ence which he had fourteen years aud six months ago, 
this day; another pleads certain very comfortable 
feelings, with which he has been blest, from time to 
time ; and a third, more favored than all, can relate 


his wouderful visions of the Lord and of the devil, of 


beaven and of hell. Put how few could say that it 
had ever entered their minds that the spirit of reli- 
gio was charity or benevolence, and that its great, 
important duties were those of kindness and sympa- 
thy! How few, among the whole host of professors, 
could say that they had even attempted to imitate 
theexample of him, ‘* who went about, doig good,” 
who pitied and commiserated the sufferings of all the 
sons and daughters of affliction, who had no established 
ceremonies to perform, who loved the whole world, 
and condescended to familiarity with publicans and 
sinners, though he called the proud and bigotted pha- 
rasees by their right pames,——-hypocrites ! 
MARCUS. 





SELECTED. 


A HYMN TO NATURE. 


BY J. BRANDON, Esa. 


*T was eve’s pensive twilight, the valley was grey, 
And the golden-streak’d west seem’d the mem’ry ofday; 
Between the dark trees almost deepen’d to night, 

The brook yet reflected the soft amber light, 


And all was so still and so fragrant around, 

‘That the fragance did seem from the stillness to creep; 
It eeem’d as it Nature repos’d on the ground, 

And the odour that rose was the breath of of ber sleep. 


The Nightengale singing within her green cell, 

Made the woods sweetly mourn with the strains of her 
ditty : 

O, her notes sobb’d so true, *twas like Grief when it tells 

All the woes of her breast to the listening of pity. 


Nought was heard when she paus’d, but the sound of 
the rill, 
With its little lone music, s9 silv’ry and meek, 
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And the sweet lisping fall, mid the landscape so rtill, 
Seem’d as first infant essays of Silence to speak. 


The moon slowly rising behind the tall trees, 

Her silver globe seom’d to suspend from the pine— 

’T was the calm lamp of Silence—the leaves felt no 
breeze, 

And the world at that moment seem’d form’d but to 
shine. 








‘ | 
_ All sooth’d and subdued in the midst of the scene, } 
| God of Nature! I cried, here Religion may kneel— 
This temple thou fillest !—majestic, serene— 
| 


On this turf let me worship! the GODHEAD I feel. | 








NEW CHURCH. 
The Universalists in this village (Watertown, N. Y.)| 
and its vicinity, are completing a Church, which for 
convenience, durability and elegance of construction, 
is not exceeded by any house for public worship in 
‘this part of the state. About the first of Jan. last, 
the building committee commenced the collection of 
| materials for the building. About the last of May, 
they began to lay the walls, and the roof was raised in 
little more than six weeks from the commencement of! 
the work. The edifice is of stone, and its dimensions | 
lare 64 feet in length and 46 feet in breadth. Its Joca- 
| tion is one of the best in the village. It will probably 
be completed in Nov. next, and will cost about $7000. 
| s Except the Lord build the house, they Jubor in vain 
ithat build it.” Ps. 127.1. ‘: The Lord bath done 
great things for us, wherco” we are glad.’ Ps. 
126, 3. 











young lady, who was sitting near a window in { 
third story, was struck, and instantly killed 
lumn having first entered her breast, and paned d 

the abdomen and leg, until it came ip Contact a 
a stool upon which her foot rested, which Was bs 
vered to atoms. In the room immediately lal 
where Mrs. Smith was, a table was Overturned, the 
drawers all started from a bureau, and herself 

trated on the floor by the shock, but having tug. 
ceeded in getting near to a window which was hois 


the ¢. 


_she soon recovered. Maria, the eldest daughter, who 


was inthe kitchen, was also considerab] 
suffering, for a time, excrutiating pain, b 


Y injured, 
ut was re. 


istored by the use of an anodyne. The column ap. 


pears to have passed down the chimney near which 
she and another person was standing, the sound of 
which they state to have resembled that of steam 
issuing from a spout. 

We have not been to examine the hod ut. 
derstand that it is excessively dated <<. 

In view ot this incident, we are led to exclaim, 
whocan stand before the terrors of the Almighty ? 
When he decks himself with clouds, rides on the 
wings of the wind, and seizes his flaming thunder. 
bolts, who w.ll not tremble? Eliza Smith, was in the 
enjoyment of as much health, and sitting, Apparently, 
as secure as the rest of us, but in a moment—in the 
twinkling of an eye, the arms of death embraced her, 
without her being sensible from whence proceeded 
the cause of the change! And is it a chance which 
happened unto us? or is there a power above, which 
pointsthe arrows of death, and raises and subdues 





| The erection of such a building will serve to show, 
the progress of liberal sentiments in this place, where. 
the stated preaching of Universalism was commenced 


| 





! 


in the latter part of the year 1820. ‘ Great and mar | 
vellous are thy works Lord God Almighty; just and | 
true are thy ways, thou King of saints; who shall] Miss Susan Lloyd. 


the storm? If any doubts, let him look and be asto- 
vished at his incredulity. Delaware Gazette, 


ae 





MARRIED IN THIS CITY, 


By the Rev. S. Streeter, Mr. Joseph Dolbear to 


{not fear thee, O Lord, and glorify thy name? For| Mr. Simon G. Shipley to Miss Judith Luther. 

‘thou only art holy ; for all nations shall come and | DInD, 

| worship before thee ; for thy judgments are made! In Attleborough, Hannah Wilmarch, aged 12 years. 

jmanifest.” Rev. 15, 3, 4.—Herald of Sulvalion, Wa- | —Having forgotten ber work at school, she went back 

tertown, N. Y. . (for it, and attempted to ret out at a window, which 

{fellupon ner neck audleit her suspended, in which 
A. in situation she was found dead. 

ORIGINAL ANECDOTE. — 
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Rev. Mr. 


|audience that their Furnaces could give them but a 


and put him ia one of those Furnaces, and he would 


j seen die of ague fits. 
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Boston, Saturday, Aug. 7, 1824 
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City A ffairs.—The Committee on the Neck Lands 
| recommended the sale of about 4000 feet of land to 
| Robert Calbert, being the corner lot on the easterly 
side of Washington and Northampton streets, for 
cents per square foot. Accepted, and sent down. 


A resolve passed to widen Kingston street on the 
westerly side. 


) 
} 
25 


Adjourned, 

An AwFuc VisitTation.—On Friday afternoon last 
between3 aud 4 o’clock, we were visited with . 
shower of rain, accompanied with thunder and lizht- 
ning, Which struck the house of Mrs. Smith, the wh 
dow ofthe late Dr. Ebenezer Smith. 

The column of electric fluid appears to have first 
struck the top ofthe chimney, whence it passed, in 
different directions, through the back part of te 
house, shivering to pieces the window and door 
frames, and separating the plastering from the ceiling 
and the wallsin its course. Miss Eliza Smith the 
second daughter, an amiable and much’ esteemed 








, in preaching in Oakham re- | = 
‘ : } ‘? y . le 
cently, where several Furnaces are located, told his | Just received, and fur sale at this Office, 


faint idea of Hell ; take a man (said he,) out of hell | P0™Minated the * FALL of ADAM,’ in which all his 


SUMMARY OF INTELLIGENCE. | 





| * A LETTER toa Friend, on what is commonly de- 


| posterity is supposed to have caught the disorder, 
called * Original Sin.’ By George Thacher, late 
Justice of the Supreme Court of Massachusetts.—Price 
|6 cts. single, or 50 cts. per dozen. 





ELIAS SMITH; 
Has removed to No. 16, Prince Street, near Charles 
| town Bridge. 


— 





NOTICE TO SUBSCRIBERS AND AGENTS. 

We often receive money by mail, with 2 request to 
enclose a receipt in the next Magazine, but as this 
‘cannot be done without costing letter postage, ” 
purpose in future to acknowledge the receipt of money 
from abroad, in the following manner, ViZ.— 


Cash received on account of the Unive rsalist Magastnt. 


S. Sexton, Fsq. Alexandria, Louis. $5 00 
G. Simmonr, isq. Stowe, Vt. 4° 
|. Blodgett, Fsq. Randolph, Vt. to 
Mr. E.D. Wight, | W. Broomfield, N,¥- 3% 
Mr. S. Huntington, do. 2 00 
J. Storer, Esq. Kennebunk, Me. 2 00 
Mr. D. Merrick, Cortland Village, N. Y. oa 
Mr. A. James, (agent) Chillothe, Ohio. . 00 
Mr. L. Work, Northampton, Mass. 
N. B. Those who forward money for the Magar 
will be particular to mention the names to ve 
bt recollect; 


should be credited, and {~All will no doubt 
ifthey have the Magazine al two dollars, it mut 
PAID IN ADVANCE, 








